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de Chambrun and myself as counsel for the defence. The
hearing occupied one year of time, and the documents and
the testimony taken covered two thousand printed pages. The
investigation showed that Pelletier was born at Fontaine-
bleau in France in the year 1819. At the age of fourteen he
ran away from his home and country and came to the United
States, where he found employment on board a ship, which
was owned and navigated by one Blanchard of the State of
Maine. From about the year 1835 to the year 1850, Pelletier
was employed upon shipboard in various menial capacities,
until finally he became master of several small vessels, which
were employed on short voyages in the Caribbean Sea and
on the coast of South America. About the year 1850 he
appeared in the city of New York, and between that time and
1859 he was in the city of Chicago, where on one occasion
and as the representative of some local party he was a candi-
date for alderman. He was also engaged for a time in the
manufacture of boots and shoes at Troy, New York.

In the autumn of 1860 there appeared a statement in the
newspapers that a bark called the William had been arrested
and condemned at Key West upon the charge of having been
fitted out for the slave trade. Guided by that notice, Pelle-
tier went to Havana, and employed an agent to go to Key
West and to purchase the bark. The purchase was made at
a cost of $1,504. In Pelletier Js statement of his claim, he
asserted that he paid something over $10,000 for the vessel.
From Key West the vessel was sent to Mobile in charge of
a man named Thomas Collar, who became Pelletier7 s mate,
but who was known on the vessel as Samuel Gerdon. At
Mobile the William was fitted out for the voyage under the
direction and apparent ownership of a firm in that city known
as Delauney, Rice & Co., of which Pelletier claimed to be a
member and proprietor to the extent of $50,000, the patri-
mony which he had received upon the death of his father.